“Beware of the person with two faces,” warns a Dutch proverb.
Like others of his species, this American Bittern was capable of displaying several faces, including one
likely to inspire caution in an onlooker. For his story and more, read on!

Rehabilitation 2021 Overview

O

ur 2020 avian case load had increased from the previous
year by 28%! We did not know what to expect for 2021,
but although some growth continued, our 3,822 admissions
represented only a 6% increase over 2020.
Birds that frequent populated areas or that make their
nests on or in structures built by people are the most likely to
be found when they are injured or orphaned. Such species
admitted in the greatest numbers were similar to those of
previous years, with the top ten being Rock Pigeon (294),
American Robin (267), Herring Gull (219), Mourning Dove
(195), Eastern Phoebe (195), House Sparrow (178), and

O

ur total Osprey count of 19 was nearly double the
admissions of that species in either of the two previous
years. Eleven of them were juveniles that arrived between mid
July and mid August. Three had puncture wounds (in two
cases, the rescuer had witnessed the bird being dropped by an
eagle), three were found in roads and presumed car hit, three
were found debilitated on the ground, and two nestmates were

European Starling (177). Also on the “top ten” list were Barred
Owl (162), Mallard (95), and Canada Goose (76).
In all, 505 raptors crossed our threshold in 2021—a 30%
increase over last year. After Barred Owl, our most numerous
raptors were Broad-winged Hawk (75), Bald Eagle (55),
American Kestrel (45), and Red-tailed Hawk (34). Other
numerous passerine species included American Crow (90), Blue
Jay (68), Song Sparrow (65), and American Goldfinch (62).
Among aquatic birds, Common Loons (36) and Common Eiders
(31) followed Mallards.
The most common reptiles admitted in 2021 were 42
Painted Turtles and 26 Snapping Turtles; the majority of them
had shells damaged from vehicle strikes.

orphaned subsequent to nest damage. Three birds succumbed
to injuries, but the other eight recovered and were released.
The individual with the impressive wing display shown here is
one of the youngsters that survived eagle predation.
Among the adults admitted with injuries was the first
Osprey arrival of the year, a bird rescued on April 27 from
Falmouth after an apparent disagreement with another raptor.
Volunteer Rob O’Connell secured the bird, and Don Fournier
delivered her here. This individual had a puncture wound on
the left wing and a fractured left coracoid (part
of the shoulder girdle).
Although the fracture
did not have an especially favorable prognosis, the bird recovered
flight beautifully and
was released on June
10. ■

A

n account of our 2021 Great
Horned Owls begins with
an adult that came to us in
March of 2015 with a wing
injury that could not be
repaired. We knew the bird
could never be released, but
we wondered whether there
might be potential as a surrogate
parent. When an orphaned Great
Horned Owl was admitted later that
spring, our injured adult proved to be a worthy foster. That fall,
we requested and received permission to keep the owl in that
capacity. For nearly two years after that, we could not be sure
whether our foster owl was a large male or a small female. It was
not until February of 2018 that a DNA test settled the debate—
the bird was male! A couple months later, we were very sad to
learn that one of our favorite volunteer transporters, Dr. Mark
Cooper of Pittston, passed away. Mark had been particularly
fond of owls, so we knew right away that our foster’s name
would be “Cooper.”
Over the years he was with us, Cooper fostered orphaned
Great Horned Owls each spring and summer. A typical clutch
size for this species would be two, but in some years, Cooper
might have as many as five charges, all of whom grew up with
proper species identities thanks to their foster dad’s close proximity. Mark’s wife Amy continued in her husband’s footsteps as
a volunteer transporter, and when she delivered birds, she
would often peek into Cooper’s habitat to pay her respects. The
last photo we have of Cooper was taken in April of 2021; we
had just admitted
our first orphaned
Great Horned Owl
of the season, a
nestling found on
the ground at Mt.
Hope Cemetery in
Bangor. Two other
youngsters followed
within a few days,
but the adoptive
family would have

only a short future. Early in May, Cooper was discovered on the
floor of their cage with his eyes barely open. Though nothing
was obviously wrong, he had lost weight since his spring wellness exam just a few weeks earlier. We divided the habitat with
a netted panel, so that the kids on one side could see him on the
other side. Cooper had stopped eating on his own, and although
he would accept hand-feeding, he would vomit subsequently.
None of the diets or the medications we tried would settle his
GI tract; and various diagnostic tests provided no definitive clues.
To our sorrow, he continued to fail and on May 12, staff members agreed that it was not fair to try to keep him alive any
longer. When Diane called Amy Cooper to tell her, Amy said that,
an hour earlier, she’d seen a cloud formation that looked exactly
like an owl. Cooper’s last foster owlets finished growing up without him; in the last days of July, they were released back at their
respective rescue locations, where we trusted that they would
find and rejoin their original family groups.
Consistent with our
high overall case load of
Barred Owls, orphans of
that species were plentiful in 2021! Our resident female surrogate,
Renza, fostered 20
youngsters. She’s the
bird on the left of this
group photo.
Our 2021 owl admissions also included 24 Northern Sawwhet Owls and eight Snowy Owls. Saw-whets are here year
round, but Snowies breed in Arctic tundra regions, irrupting in
some winters to more southern areas. Individuals that are rescued and brought to rehabilitation centers are often debilitated
and emaciated. Sadly, we were able to save only one of the individuals in this category, a bird admitted from Baileyville on
November 22. It was a long ramp-up from her initial barely-alive
condition, but with time
and supportive care, she
regained body condition
and flight ability. She
was released in January
2022, several days after
this photo was taken. ■

Helpers at the Nest

A

vian Haven operates as a whole that is truly greater than the
sum of its parts. Our human caregiver flock comprises both
employees and volunteers who provide expert on-site care for our
many patients. Partway through 2021, two senior staff members,
Kristen Bishop and Kim Chavez, made difficult decisions to pursue
other career paths, but other doors opened when theirs closed, and
by the end of the year, we had welcomed new highly-qualified staff
members Chelsey Gundlach (Rehabilitation Manager) and Tari Rowe
(Clinic Manager). Senior volunteers Deb Huard, Kathleen Lally, and
Susan Stone remained with us from past years, as did Laura Graham
(Associate Clinic Manager) and Terry Heitz (Physical Plant Manager).
Laura Moore joined us in 2021 as Admissions Manager, with Amy
Dillon continuing as Associate Admissions Manager. Rehabilitation

Assistant Brianna Guy transitioned from a seasonal to year-round
position. Additional staff members in 2021 were Kylie Dalbec, Abby
Eveleth, Karen LeGendre, Emily Renkey, and Julie Vaillancourt.
Summer interns were Ryan Hart (University of Vermont), plus
Mikaela Scott and Reilly Winters (both of Unity College).
We are fortunate to have talented veterinary consultants who
provide expert opinions and services for our more challenging cases.
The surgical skills of Dr. Judy Herman (Animal Wellness Center in
Augusta) have been greatly appreciated, as have consultations with
Dr. Rob Adamsky, Dr. Avery Berkowitz, Dr. Michele Goodman, Dr.
Erica Miller, and Dr. Mark Pokras. We also thank Dr. Steve Witkin
(Eye Care of Maine in Waterville) for ophthalmologic exams and
Continued on page 4
diagnoses.
2

2021 Special Thanks to

Businesses and Organizations
Animal House (Damariscotta)
Animal Wellness Center (Augusta)
Back Cove Animal Hospital (Portland)
Belfast Co-op
Brackett Street Veterinary Clinic (Portland)
Biodiversity Research Institute
Boothbay Animal Hospital
Brookfield White Pine Hydro
Cape Veterinary Clinic (South Portland)
Charcuterie of Unity
Craig Brook National Fish Hatchery
Downeast Audubon Society
Loon Preservation Committee (NH)
Mac’s Hardware (Unity)
Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Wildlife
Maine Dept. of Marine Resources
Maine Fish Health Laboratory
Maine Warden Service
Maine Wildlife Conflict Agents
Maine-ly Pawn (Damariscotta)
Mid-Coast Audubon Society
The Raptor Trust (NJ)
Tru-Earth
U.S.D.A. APHIS Wildlife Services
U. S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Waldo County Woodshed
Yarmouth Veterinary Center
Wildlife Colleagues
Brad Allen
Erynn Call
Judy Camuso
Jim Connolly
Bob Cordes
Danielle D’Auria
Robin Dyer
Brian Engelhard
Nate Gray
Bill Hanson
Keel Kemper
Jen Marchigiani
Mark McCollough
Kyle Murphy
Betsy Pratt
Grayson Richmond
Lucas Savoy
Kappy Sprenger
Kelsey Sullivan
Dave Trahan
C.J. Virgie
Nate Webb
Foundation Support
American Foundation
Borman Family Foundation
Cascade Foundation
Robert G. & Jane V. Engel Foundation
Gwendolen Elwell Flanagan Foundation
Norman N. & Gale R. Hochgraf Charitable
Foundation
Maine Community Foundation (Aquila
Fund, Clay Island Fund, Dakota Fund,
and other Donor Advised Funds)
Martha Morse Foundation
New Hampshire Charitable Foundation
(Hermit Thrush Fund)
Stiffler Family Foundation

I

ndisputably, our most unusual case of the year was a Greater Roadrunner, a species
native to the American Southwest. But wait … how did such a bird get to Maine?? This
particular individual had stowed away on a moving van that departed from Las Vegas several days before the van arrived at a storage facility in Westbrook, Maine on November 13.
The driver of the van was a man named Gary, who was moving from Nevada to Maine. He
and his son Brian had been loading the van with various contents of their Las Vegas home.
In retrospect, the roadrunner, one of several known to frequent the neighborhood, must
have boarded the van while Gary and Brian were inside eating lunch. The bird was not discovered until the van was opened for unpacking in Westbrook. A couple of phone calls led
Gary to us, and we immediately deployed one of our best Portland-area volunteers, Karen
Silverman, to the location. At first, the exact whereabouts of the bird was unknown; Gary
feared that he had escaped through the open van doors and was hiding somewhere on
the facility grounds. But while Karen was exploring the surrounding area, Brian found the
roadrunner hiding in the front storage area over the passenger cab. With the assistance of
Brian and Gary, Karen was able to net the bird within the vehicle. A short while later, thanks
to volunteers Cheryl King and Deb Huard, the bird arrived at Avian Haven.
It was already too cold here in Maine to house this southwestern bird in one of our
outdoor cages, and none of our infirmary cages were
appropriate. Thinking outside the box led to the idea
of emptying one of the pools in the heated building
we call the Pool Hall, and outfitting it for our unexpected guest. Rehabilitation Manager Chelsey Gundlach had worked previously at a center in Oklahoma
and was already familiar with appropriate husbandry
for the species. In very short order, Chelsey had created a suitable habitat, and the bird moved into temporary guest quarters the day after admission. We
had no lizards on the menu, but the roadrunner graciously accepted mice on the meal plan.
Meanwhile, Diane had called Brad Allen, the head of the Bird Group at MDIFW’s
Research & Assessment Section. Brad in turn made contact with his counterpart at the
Nevada Department of Wildlife. Very soon, Diane was talking directly with NDOW biologists
Matt Flores and Lauren MacLeod, who expedited an importation permit. Now … how were
we going to get the bird back home? Several options were considered, but the only one
that made sense in terms of travel time was cargo flight on a commercial airline. Our
volunteer Don Fournier took charge of making those arrangements, and booked the
roadrunner on a direct flight from Boston to Las Vegas. On 11/18, we obtained the
necessary health certificate. In order for our cargo passenger to check in at the required
time, Don would have to depart at 3 a.m., so it was decided that the bird would spend the
previous night in Don’s heated garage. Although we have many crates of various sizes on
hand, none of them were the perfect size for the roadrunner, but fortunately our
Admissions Manager,
Laura Moore, had one
at home that fit the
bill, and she was glad
to donate it to the
cause. Again, Chelsey
oversaw furnishings
as well as the removal
of the tail guard we’d applied to protect his beautiful tail feathers. The bird left Avian
Haven just before dark on 11/22, checked in at Boston Logan early the following morning,
and landed on time in Las Vegas that afternoon. Roadrunners are fairly territorial, so the
plan was to release him back in the rescue neighborhood. Gary was still the homeowner;
he arranged access to the gated housing community, and around mid-afternoon on 11/23,
Lauren opened up the crate in front of Gary’s house. The roadrunner hesitated for a very
short while before dashing out of the crate and disappearing. He exited the crate so quickly
that even a slow-motion video showed the bird for only a second or two. We’re sure he
was very, very glad to be home! We could say that “it took a village” to get him there, but
in actuality, it took two villages separated by about 2,500 miles! ■
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Keegan Burke

O

ur 2021 Bald Eagle admissions were up slightly from last
year; of the 55 that crossed our threshold, 18 were hatchyear juveniles. Among the 37 older birds, 21 had elevated blood
lead levels. Only one of them survived, a bird admitted from Bristol on March 8 with deep puncture wounds in the breast and
left leg. With aggressive wound management, the punctures
healed in about two weeks, and chelation therapy reduced the
bird’s blood lead level. The
rescuer saw two eagles in
aerial courtship on the 18th,
suggesting that our individual was the intruder and the
loser of a territorial dispute.
We released him in neutral
territory near our location on
March 27.
Juveniles were typically found starving and debilitated, presumably having left the nest before capable of sustained flight and,
in the process, having become separated from their parents. Family
reunions were rarely possible due to the condition of the youngster
and the unknown whereabouts of the adults. An exception to that
rule was a juvenile who, along with his sibling, had fledged from
a nest on Moosehorn NWR several days before being found in the
middle of Rt. 1 on July 19. No one had seen the bird hit by a vehicle, but he was unable to fly and readily captured. That night,
Diane and Refuge Manager Keith Ramos arranged for the bird to
travel with interns heading south the next morning from Moosehorn to Sunkhaze NWR, which is only a short distance from Avian
Haven. Admissions Manager Laura Moore met the interns there
and brought the bird with her to work on the 20th. The youngster
was not injured, but bloodwork showed signs of debilitation, and
his flight was limited. We decided to keep him here for a short
round of supportive care. Meanwhile, we stayed in touch with
Keith and refuge biologist Ray Brown, who
reported ongoing sightings of the sibling and
parents. On July 31, the
young eagle was driven
back to Moosehorn,
where he rejoined his
family group.

Another fledgling was with us for a longer period of time.
This late nestling had reportedly been on the ground in
Brunswick for several days by the time we were contacted on
July 1. Local volunteer Cheryl King captured the bird, then
handed him off to Don Fournier for the last leg of the trip here.
Like most of the other juveniles, this bird was very thin; his ulna
fracture was probably the least
of problems at that moment.
We concentrated at first on
supportive care while keeping
the wing immobilized. In considering repair options, we
chose a combination of immobilization and physical therapy.
The risk was that a callus forming around the ulnar fracture
would incorporate the nearby radius, but the treatment plan
was successful. By the end of the month, the fracture was stable,
and the callus was not touching the radius. The bird was
upgraded from an indoor hospital cage to an outdoor habitat
(“Bart’s Place”) adjacent to the main eagle house, and then into
the main house on August 17.
Meanwhile, another juvenile eagle had been admitted from
Monson on August 2, after rescue by Wdn. Troy Dauphinee and
transport by Shirley Adams. This individual had been found hopping around in the woods, unable to fly, and with no adults
nearby. He had a fracture in the shoulder girdle, and for part of
his recovery, he joined the Brunswick bird in Bart’s Place on
August 8. Two weeks later, just a few days after the Brunswick
bird had been upgraded, the Monson bird was also ready to
move into the main eagle house. From there, both young eagles
were upgraded to the flyway on September 5. They were
released together
on September 11. ■

One of our greatest assets is a team of volunteers we sometimes refer to as “avian ambulance drivers.” These wonderful
people transport birds here when people who discover them are
unable to travel, thereby affording these patients their best
chances for survival with timely arrival at “the hospital.” Roughly
3/4 of our total admissions were delivered by members of this
team; from farther distances, they often worked in relays with
multiple hand-offs! As in past years, the leader of the proverbial
pack in 2021 was Don Fournier, who traveled more than 37,000
miles and delivered more than 1,300 patients! Other frequent
fliers who averaged at least one weekly trip over the course of
the year included Lyn Adams, Louise Alley, Ellen Campbell, Paul
Gagne, Cheryl King, Deb Huard, Pep Jones, Karen LeGendre,
Kate Rotroff, Jane & Gary Scott, Karen Silverman, Richard Spinney,
and Ellen Treadwell. We deployed more than 200 others on this
team on a less frequent basis, but each and every one of them

helped save lives. We also thank Dan Foss and the Maine
Wildlife Transport (mainewildlifetransport.com) for additional
assistance.
Some of our most dedicated staff members are rarely if ever
on site, but participate remotely in invaluable ways. We thank our
Facebook Manager, Selkie O’Mira; our Webmaster, James
Skowbo; and our Outreach Manager, Laura Suomi-Lecker. Finally,
Marc and Diane thank other members of our Board of Directors
for counsel and support of various kinds: Michael Boardman, Joe
Caputo, Diane Davison, Judy Herman, Adrienne Leppold, Susan
Stone, and Karin Warren. For expert consultations, outstanding
services, and special gifts of various kinds, we thank Louise Alley,
Mary Dickinson Bird, Jan Braumuller, Bill Conger, Jan Corning,
Janika Eckert & Rob Johnston, Mark Finke, Susan & George Craig,
Diane Jones, Mary Jane Low, Mary Offutt, Nancy & Charlie
Shuman, Neal Williamson, and Kristen & Dick Winn.
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Feathering our Nest

L

ike all nonprofit organizations, Avian Haven has an operations budget comprising a dynamic interplay of income and
expenses. Funding for our work is accomplished almost entirely
through foundation grants and private or business donations.
Donations are made by individuals either directly via mailed
checks or online through Mightycause, our fundraising platform.
Fundraisers in 2021 were sponsored by Louise Alley (Louise’s
Daylillies), Damariscotta Chiropractic (proceeds from sales of
essential oils), Don Fournier (Don’s Dollar-Rama), Rockland’s
Good Tern Co-op (Round it Up for Change Program), St. George
School’s First Grade (proceeds from sales of window protectors),
and Laura Zamfirescu (proceeds from sales of her exquisite Birds
of Maine Calendar). We were honored in 2021 to receive a Community Matters More award from the Bangor Savings Bank Foundation. Additionally, 68 individuals sponsored birthday and other
Facebook Fundraisers to benefit Avian Haven! Other sources of
support include honorariums and contracted services. The green
pie chart shows the percentages of our income in the categories
of Foundation Grants, Private & Business Donations, and Other.
Operating expenses are typically categorized as Program (costs

directly related to our mission, such as food, utilities, payroll, veterinary supplies, etc.); Administration (bank service charges, liability
and property insurance, etc.); and Fund-raising (production of mailings such as this report, etc.). The blue pie chart shows proportions
in those three categories.
Avian Haven’s complete financial picture includes an investment portfolio designed to ensure long-term security for our organization. The charts above summarize our 2021 operations budget,
but anyone interested in our investment activities and other financial information is welcome to examine our IRS Form 990s (the
annual return for a nonprofit organization), either upon request or
at Candid, www.candid.org.

T

Michael Boardman

We knew he would not take kindly to a long car trip back to
Machias, but he was letting us know in no uncertain terms that
he was ready for release. On May 3, he traveled a shorter distance to Scarborough Marsh, where others of his kind were present. We knew that, once
he refueled and got his
bearings, he could get
himself wherever he
wanted to from there.

Michael Boardman

he American Bittern displayed on the cover of this report was
found in a road in Bucksport on June 24. Other than some
bruises on the legs and toes and a missing toenail, the lucky bird
had no discernable injuries, suggesting that he’d been tumbled
rather than struck by a vehicle. Perhaps the most notable aspect
of his stay with us was the series of photos taken on July 8.
Bitterns can erect feathers on their upper backs to form
something like a ruff that exaggerates their size. Spread wings
may contribute to the fearsomeness of that pose. In contrast is
what some consider an alarm stance featuring a verticallystretched body with
an upward-pointing
bill. The bittern was
released on July 10,
quickly disappearing
into the vegetation
surrounding a nearby
wetland.
Two other birds that favor marshes with dense vegetation
were with us for short stays this season, and both of them had
distinctive physical characteristics. Feathers of the Glossy Ibis are
metallic bronze with greenish highlights, but the long, decurved
bill is particularly striking. The individual shown in this photo was
captured in Machias on April 30 by Wdn. Jason Scott and delivred
in a relay that included Ted Duffy plus Jane & Gary Scott. Just out
of the transport box, he was wet, cold, and unable to stand. After
a few hours in a warm intensive care unit, he managed a shaky
stand, and by the end
of the day, was challenging its sides. He
was equally unhappy
the next day in a large
netted enclosure, but
settled down once
moved to a spacious
outdoor habitat, where
this photo was taken.

Michael Boardman

The other unusual marsh bird
was a Common Gallinule that had
been rescued by the Old Orchard
Beach Police Department from a
road on May 13. One of the officers drove the bird to South Portland, and from there, volunteers Karen Silverman, Kate Rotroff,
Lyn Adams, and Don Fournier relayed the bird here. This species
is readily distinguished by the bright red bill and frontal plate
extending along the forehead. We
found no difficulties other than a
minor eye injury. Like the Ibis, the
Gallinule recovered very quickly, and
within a few days we were exploring
options for release. None at all in
Maine were posted on eBird at the
time, but a look at past years revealed records of the species in
Biddeford Pool and Scarborough Marsh. We opted again for
Scarborough Marsh, with Kathleen Lally transporting, and Karen,
Michael Boardman, and other
members of our Portland team
on hand to celebrate the bird’s
return to the wild. ■
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Spreading Our Wings

shortly after the first snowfall of the winter season. We are
extremely grateful to Joe Caputo for his expert collaboration with
Terry as construction progressed. The pools, doors, and a few other
components will be installed in the spring, and we expect to have
the facility open for business by duckling season 2022! This project
has had its own budget, separate from operations income and
expenses. As this report goes to press, we are deep into plans for
building “Caretaker Cottage,” the second structure on the west
campus, also in 2022. The cottage will be partly living quarters for
staff, and partly a spring/summer duckling nursery.

A

s mentioned in previous annual reports, in 2019, we began
planning an expansion of our physical plant to a nearby
location we called “the west campus.” The following year, in the
wake of the pandemic’s financial disruptions, those plans were reevaluated, economized, and then put on hold for the remainder
of 2020. But in the summer of 2021, the price of building materials
finally started to come down a bit, and in August, we began
building the facility we’d dubbed “Waterfowl Manor.” The photo
on the back cover shows the work completed as of December 1,

S

everal Common Loons
were admitted this year
after encounters with fishing
tackle. One had swallowed
a lead sinker and succumbed
to lead poisoning; three others had hooks and/or other
gear embedded in their
faces. The first of these had
beached at a boat ramp in
South Portland and was rescued on May 14 by volunteer
Karen Silverman. This photo
shows the clump of line that
had entangled the beak and
tongue. With the bird under
anesthesia, we removed the line and treated the lacerations on
the sides of the mouth. From the leg bands worn by this bird,
we learned that she had been banded as a chick in 1998 on
Second Connecticut Lake in New Hampshire. Fortunately, the
lacerations did not require prolonged medical attention, and
we were able to release her a couple of weeks later.
Another victim of fishing gear was rescued from the Kennebec River at the Williams Dam Impoundment in Solon on July
6. Biodiversity Research Institute’s Shearon Murphy had been
trying for several days to
capture the bird; when
she and colleague Tim
Welch succeeded, they
removed a large lure and
some tangled monofilament, but they knew
that the part of the treble hook embedded in
the face could not be
removed in the field.
Again with the bird
under anesthesia, we
were able to maneuver
the tip of the hook through the skin, clip off the barb, and then
back it out. Although part of the tongue had been severed by
the line, it was still functional. The loon had been unable to eat
for some period of time so was understandably underweight
and debilitated, but after a couple of weeks of supportive care,
she was ready for release. Shearon and Tim took her back to
the rescue area on July 22.

As has been the case in past years, juvenile Common
Loons were among our summer guests. One was a chick
judged to be about two weeks old when rescued on August
15 from Flanders Pond in Sullivan after an attack by an adult
loon presumed to be an intruder. Our second chick had originally been rescued in July from Skatutakee Pond near Keene
NH after a sibling altercation. That youngster spent some time
with our Bridgton colleague, Kappy Sprenger, before coming
here for companionship with the Flanders bird and pre-release

conditioning in our Loon Pond. The two quickly became inseparable and were released together on October 7.
It is not uncommon for us to admit Red-throated Loons in
the winter months, but we rarely see them in the summer,
when they would normally have returned to their tundra breeding lakes. But this year we admitted two in close succession in
mid July, one from Little Diamond Island and the other from
Point Francis Beach in Gouldsboro. Both were thin and parasite-ridden, with both flight and body feathers in poor condition. Once their parasites had been treated, they began to
regain their waterproofing. In early August, we moved them
from the Pool Hall to the outdoor Loon Pond. Over the next
month, they molted body feathers, and eventually restored
their waterproofing. We released them on September 3. Their
flight feathers would most likely not be replaced until late fall
or early winter, but they would not need to travel by flight until
the following spring. ■
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In Closing

E

very year we admit orphaned Barn Swallows, Tree
Swallows, and Cliff Swallows. But in 2021, for the first
time we raised Bank Swallows, a species that nests in burrows excavated in sand and gravel quarries. Because such
sites may not last from year to year, new colonies may
appear to the surprise of people living near or working at
such locations.
On June 18, a clutch of six nestlings fell from the side
of a gravel pit in Sidney; the area containing their burrow
had been dug out before the contractor realized it was
occupied by birds. Once aware of the situation, the
contractor stopped digging at that part of the pit, moving
his operation to another area with no nest burrows. The
youngsters were delivered here by Don Fournier and
matured here without incident in the company of our more
typical swallow species. This photo shows one of the
distinguishing features of the species, a brown band across
the breast that often extends a vertical strip down the
center of the belly. When they were ready for release, Don
got the exact location of the nest colony from the
contractor, visited the
site, and confirmed
that other swallows
were still here. Marc
released our birds
back at the rescue
site on July 15. At
first, only a few other
swallows were seen
there, but as soon as
our newcomers were
in the air, many
others appeared to
welcome them back
into the colony. ■

T

he rebounding of Bald Eagle populations from near extirpation due to the effects of DDT and other pesticides on reproduction is widely considered an enormous conservation success.
But while eagle numbers in the
United States have increased since
the 1980s, individual eagle mortalities due to lead poisoning have
persisted. Loons are poisoned as a
result of ingesting lead fishing
gear, but for eagles, the source of
the toxin is fragments of spent
ammunition acquired from scavenging game remains. At Avian
Haven alone, roughly 2/3 of adult
eagles admitted in the last five years have had elevated blood lead
levels, with the survival rate among them extremely poor. In recognition of these ongoing misfortunes, MDIFW in 2020 launched an
educational webpage titled Hunting with Nonlead Ammunition.
The effects of lead poisoning on eagle populations have not
been examined until recently. In January 2022, a study was published in the Journal of Wildlife Management entitled “Environmental Lead Reduces the Resilience of Bald Eagle Populations.” Extensive population and veterinary records from seven northeastern
states (including Avian Haven’s data from Maine) from 1990 –
2018 were subjected to a statistical modeling procedure. As suggested by the title of the article, eagle mortalities and morbidities
due to lead poisoning are estimated to have reduced population
growth by 4-6% annually in the Northeast.
Many people have commented on the illogic of lead from
spent ammunition continuing to contaminate the environment as
well as human foods, when steps have been taken to eliminate lead
from paint, gasoline, drinking water, etc. Until such time as
regulatory measures are introduced, voluntary changeovers can
save lives and pave the way for future solutions. We are grateful to
the many hunters who have fully embraced their conservation
heritage by switching to non-toxic ammunition, and who are
sharing their experiences with lead alternatives with friends still on
the other side of the fence. Collateral damage to eagles and other
scavengers can also be prevented by covering gut piles left in the
field, and by properly disposing of potentially contaminated waste
meat rather than using it as bait for another kind of animal. For
anyone less than fully knowledgeable about lead versus alternative
ammunition, www.huntingwithnonlead.org remains, in our
judgment, one of the best collections of informational materials
among many online sources. With your help, we can hold hope of
a decline in lead-poisoned eagles admitted to Avian Haven in 2022.

Photos are by Terry Heitz unless otherwise credited.
Support for Avian Haven comes almost entirely from
foundation grants and donations made by members
of the public. Your tax-deductible gifts ensure the
success of our mission. Please help us continue to
provide top-quality care for Maine’s wild birds by
making an annual or monthly contribution. Legacy
gifts are also most welcome.
To make online donations by credit card or PayPal,
visit the Support our Work page of our website,
www.avianhaven.org. That page also provides
information about planned giving and other ways to
help Avian Haven. Checks may be sent to
418 N. Palermo Road, Freedom, ME 04941.
We can be reached by phone at 207-382-6761
or by e-mail at dwmp@avianhaven.org.
Thank you for your support!

Diane & Marc
Diane Winn and Marc Payne, Co-Founders
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Waterfowl Manor

Almost Finished!
To help us reduce our use of forest resources, let us know by e-mail dwmp@avianhaven.org if we may send future issues of this report to you
electronically. Folks on our e-mailing list also receive notices of newly posted slide shows.
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