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As the days grow colder and shorter,  
we look back on 2015 and remember 
not only the birds who came through 
our doors but also the contributions 
that made their care possible.  
Whether you gave services, supplies, 
money, advice, or good wishes . . . we 
couldn’t have done this without you! 

So with gratitude  
on behalf of the patients who owe 
their recovery to your support, our 
small gift back to you is the 
collection of images that follow.  We 
hope you enjoy them! 

Dear Friends of Avian Haven, 

December, 2015 



 For us, the “year” seems to 
start with spring nestlings, 
rather than with the turn 
of a calendar page. And for 
sheer cuteness, few 
species can compete with 
the downy look of young 
raptors, like these Broad-
winged Hawks.    

Even somewhat older birds are fluffy enough to be 
endearing! 



But nestlings of many other 
species lack downy body 
coverings, and have a 
gargoyle-like look when their 
wing and tail feathers emerge. 

Don’t worry — 
these Northern 
Flickers did grow 
up to be 
gorgeous! 



Begging for food is part of the job for   
growing birds!  Some species are polite 
about it . . . but nothing can beat the 
corvids for their conspicuous open mouths, 
fluttering wings, and an audacity about food 
solicitation that can persist well into 
fledging.    

above & right - 
American Crows 

 
above left -   

Common Ravens 
 

below left - 
Blue Jays  



Birds eat a variety of foods, 
depending on species.  Many of 
our guests are carnivores, like 
this Cooper’s Hawk. 

Birds eat a variety of foods, depending on species.  Many of our 
guests are carnivores, like this Cooper’s Hawk (above) and this 
Barred Owl (below).   



The young Broadies were especially eager meat-eaters! 
                   (We hope you still think they are cute!) 



Fish were preferred 
by others.  

Above left to right - 
juvenile Bald Eagle,       
Red-throated Loon, 
Juvenile Northern Gannet 
 
Left – juvenile Herring 
Gulls 



Vegetarian cuisine was naturally 
favored by young Cedar Waxwings . . . 



. . . and mealworms 
were on the menu 
for young Eastern 
Phoebes. 



Birds are often drawn to one another in 
pairs.  Our favorite images of twosomes 
were these American Bitterns . . .   

Okay, 
this was 
a three-
some! 



. . . and these   
Great Blue Herons. 



If we had to pick the best theme of all, it would, of course, be the 
moments when birds we have cared for return to life in the wild.  
Here are a just a few of the Barred Owls released in 2015. 

Photos by Terry Heitz 



Another Barred 
Owl made a very 
cryptic landing! 

Photos by Terry Heitz 
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Ring-billed Gulls flew to sea and sky. 



American Bitterns quickly hid in swamp vegetation. 
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A juvenile Common Loon swam 
out into Penobscot Bay. 
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And a juvenile Bald Eagle 
paused briefly in an 
October tree before 
flying up, up and away. 



  Our best regards and 

thanks for your support,   

 

     Diane and Marc 

May you have a warm, 
safe and happy winter, 
complete with the longer 
days soon to come! 

418 N. Palermo Rd. 
Freedom, ME 04941 

  

Photos are by Glori Berry          
unless otherwise credited. 
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