AVIAN HAVEN
Wild Bird Rehabilitation Center

Dear Friend of Avian Haven,
For reasons none of us could have foreseen, 2020 has been most
unusual! Although many challenging aspects of Avian Haven’s year
were pandemic-related, weather and other more commonplace
factors played a role as well.
The spring storm of April 9 & 10 downed
a large tree limb that destroyed our Loon
Pond enclosure. Fortunately, insurance
covered replacement costs, and the pond
was ready for occupancy in time to host
two young Common Loons in August and
September.

Late in June, our oldest and
smallest flight cage, built in 1997
(two years before Avian Haven
incorporated), finally lost its
battle with rodent invasion and
had to be removed from service.
Its replacement is not only more
spacious but also guaranteed
mouse-proof!

Early in the calendar year, we admitted an
unprecedented number of lead-poisoned Bald Eagles.
We’ll share their stories in our 2020 Year End Report.

Your generous response to our 2019 Appeal put Avian Haven in a
secure financial position as we began 2020. Thus, when the
pandemic struck, we were able to maintain the status of our
existing employees, although we shelved a plan to hire a new, fulltime Admissions Manager.

Overall, we had fewer caregiving
staff members than would have
been ideal, but our dedicated onsite
employees and unpaid volunteers
put in the extra time and effort
needed to see us through baby
season.

COVID conditions dramatically affected our 2020 admissions.
People working or sheltering at home spent more time in their yards
or taking nature walks, which in turn provided more opportunities
for discovery and rescue of injured or orphaned birds.

In May, our monthly
intakes began to deviate
from admissions of
previous years, with an
extreme divergence in
June. By July, we were
running out of room to
house patients, and in
September, we surpassed
our entire 2019 total.

As of the end of October, 3322 birds had
come through our doors since January 1.

In addition to more people finding birds, more
people were able and willing to travel here with
rescued avian passengers. In the context of
quarantine circumstances, helping hurt wildlife
was a worthwhile reason to take a car trip. Our
widespread offsite volunteer transporters also
went above and beyond in making sure that birds
in distress for any reason arrived here quickly and
safely.
Some folks turned pandemic
constraints into gifts. One out-ofstate supporter who was unable to
vacation here this summer sent a
check along with a lovely note
saying that she wanted Avian Haven
to have the money she would have
spent on her cottage rental. Her
gift was among many made in the
face of COVID to help ensure that
wild birds continue to grace Maine’s
magnificent outdoors.

SIDEBAR
By the end of May, we knew that
we might not have the resources
necessary to manage especially
challenging cases. But we did take
some long shots, and a particularly
memorable patient among them was
an adult Bald Eagle rescued in
Bucksport on June 3 with terrible
face wounds plus a maggot-filled leg
gash likely inflicted in a territorial
dispute. When he arrived, I doubted
that his injuries could be healed.
But our awesome Rehabilitation
Manager, Kim, wanted to try.
She set up a schedule of wound
management that almost always
involved working well after closing
(if not past my bedtime) with Abby,
another senior staff member.

SIDEBAR Cont’d.
From every few days, to once a week,
to every other week and longer, little
by little, Kim’s healing efforts mended
the eagle’s wounds, and by the end of
the summer, he was once again
sporting a handsome white head. On
September 28, Kim opened the crate to
return him to his wild life.

What lies ahead?
Austerity measures keeping this
year’s utility and other expenses
manageable will remain in place
for the foreseeable future.

We continue to dedicate
90% or more of our expense
budget to program costs.

Plans for a campus expansion
dedicated to waterfowl are on
hold for now.

Marc and I still serve
Avian Haven without pay.
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Economic uncertainty is, of course, a concern as the pandemic
continues. We know that, in these troubled times, many
organizations are asking for support, so we are particularly grateful
for your consideration of Avian Haven. With your help, more birds
like these will return to the wild in 2021.

Thank you for making
next year’s recoveries
and releases possible,

Diane Winn
Executive Director

All photos show
birds rehabilitated
at Avian Haven in
2020. They were
taken by Terry
Heitz unless
credited otherwise.

Here are a few examples of how your gift of any amount
can help for one month at Avian Haven:

$25
Pandemic
Protection for
Staff

$50
Fish for one
Common
Loon

$100
Lead Poisoning
Test Kits
for Bald Eagles

$250
Formula for
Orphaned
Songbirds

$500
Veterinary
Supplies for All
Patients

How to Help:
You can mail a check to 418 North Palermo Road, Freedom, Maine 04941.
We will mail you a receipt for tax purposes. Donations can also be made
in memory of a loved one, or in honor of someone other than yourself.
If you’d rather use PayPal or a credit card, you can find our online
fundraising platform (“MightyCause”) here. You’ll automatically be emailed a receipt for tax purposes.
For information about options for planned giving, contact Mary Dickinson
Bird (mary@avianhaven.org). To learn how to make gifts of stock or
securities, contact Diane Winn (diane@avianhaven.org).
Avian Haven is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Your donation is tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.
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