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    Maineõs eagle population 
likely once numbered in the 
thousands, but the species was 
nearly extirpated in the 
Northeast due to use of 
environmental contaminants, 
particularly DDT, which 
impaired reproductive success 
by eggshell thinning.   

Background 

   DDT was banned in 1972, but by then, only 29 pairs of 
nesting eagles were known in the state.  Boosting the 
population was a top priority.  
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   The Maine Bald Eagle Project was begun 
in the mid 1970s at the University of 
Maine Orono, under the direction of 
wildlife biologist Prof. Ray (òBuckyó) Owen 
and two of his graduate students, Charlie 
Todd and Mark McCollough.  Every known 
eagle nest was monitored                       
and the youngsters                          
banded in the nest.  

   To enhance the survival of young 
birds over the winter, part of the 
project involved the establishment of 
winter feeding stations.  Another part 
was educational ð at the time, shooting 
was one of the leading causes of death 
among Maineõs eagles.  
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   One of the 
active nests 
of the early 
1980s was on 
Bartlett 
Island, which 
is just to the 
west of Mt. 
Desert Island.   

   On June 15, 1982, Charlie Todd banded a 6 -week old bird 
in that nest.  The bird most likely dispersed from his home 
range in October of that year.  
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    On December 7, 1982, a 
hunter shot a juvenile eagle near 
Rehrersburg , Pennsylvania.  The 
bird was not killed, but the shot 
went through the left wing, 
eventually necessitating removal 
of the wing tip.  The youngster 
was cared for by a local 
veterinarian, assisted by staff 
at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.  
Eventually, the hunter was 
identified, arrested and fined.  
 
   The birdõs band number was 
traced and reported to Charlie.  
It was the Bartlett Island bird.  
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    The bird would never fly again, but Prof. Owen and his 
two graduate students discussed the benefits of having a 
juvenile eagle trained to serve as an òambassadoró to help 
educate young people about the harm done by eagle 
shootings.  They arranged through the U. S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service and the PA Game Commission to retrieve 
the bird from PA and return him to his home state.  
 
    Mark McCollough drove to PA, and returned with the 
eagle in a specially -built crate.  The bird was named òBartó 
after his birthplace on Bartlett Island.  A home was made 
for him at the University, and the first order of business 
was the continuing treatment of his wing injury.  A clipping 
from January of 1983 shows Charlie Todd with Bart; the 
bird had to be given an oral antibiotic and have a topical 
antibiotic applied to the amputation site.  
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   Bartõs training took time ð a period of many weeks over 
which he progressed from getting used to captivity, to 
eating from the hand, to perching on a fist, wearing jesses, 
being handled comfortably, and finally to riding in a vehicle.  
Falconer Scott Keniston helped with training as well as 
advice on husbandry.  At that time, only one or two other 
eagles in the country were being used in school programs. 
When Bart was ready for public appearances, Charlie and 
Mark were his primary òhandlers.ó 

    One of Bartõs early champions was Sid 
Bahrt , at that time President of the 
Schoodic Chapter of the Maine Audubon 
Society.  Sid was well -known for 
conservation work in Washington County; 
he was to arrange for many of Bartõs 
appearances, and frequently accompanied 
him on programs. 

9 



   In 1985 -86, Bart was very 
popular ð he is described as an 
òundisputed star.ó Accompanied 
by Sid Bahrt  and other 
members of the Schoodic 
Chapter of Maine Audubon, his 
programs had been attended by 
more than 6,600 students from 
50 different schools in 
Washington County.  

  Some of Bartõs 
programs were 
arranged by the 
Arthur Howell 
Wildlife 
Educational 
Foundation. 
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Students appreciated Bartõs visits! 
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Mark and Bart,  1985  
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The Eagle Project 
appears to be helping!  
In 1985, 74 eagles 
hatched in Maine.  
Over the last three 
winters, over 125,000 
pounds of food have 
been provided for 
wintering birds.  

14 



15 


