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Background

Mai nedos eagl e
likely once numbered in the
thousands, but the species was
nearly extirpated in the
Northeast due to use of
environmental contaminants,
particularly DDT, which
Impaired reproductive success
by eggshell thinning.

DDT was banned in 1972, but by then, only 29 pairs of
nesting eagles were known in the state. Boosting the
population was a top priority.



The Maine Bald Eagle Project was begun
In the mid 1970s at the University of
Maine Orono, under the direction of
wi |l dli fe biologist Pr
and two of his graduate students, Charlie
Todd and Mark McCollough. Every known
eagle nest was monitored
and the youngsters
banded in the nest.

To enhance the survival of young
birds over the winter, part of the
project involved the establishment of
winter feeding stations. Another part
was educational d at the time, shooting
was one of the leading causes of death
among Maineds eagl es




One of the
active nests
of the early
1980s was on
Bartlett
Island, which
IS just to the
west of Mt.
Desert Island.

On June 15, 1982, Charlie Todd banded a 6 -week old bird
In that nest. The bird most likely dispersed from his home
range in October of that year.
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Banded in Maine

Young eagle
is crippled
by rifle shot

By David Platt
NEWS Environment Writer

The first known injury among Maine's 1982 crop of young bald eagles
apparently occurred a week ago in eastern Pennsylvania. A bird band-
ed last June was found near Rehrburgh, Pa., with an injured wing.

The eagle’s wingtip had to be amputated, and the bird won't fly again,
according to Charles Todd of the University of Maine's bald eagle
research project.

The eagle — full sized but still lacking the distinctive white head
because it's 50 young — was banded by UMO resedrchers in the Blue
Hill Bay area, where it was reared with another fledgling in one of the
state’s most productive eagle nests.

Renrburgh Is between Allentown and Harrisburg, Pa,, not far from
the Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, where thousands of hawks and eagles
are observed annually during their migrations.

The distance the eight-month-oid bird had traveled before il was
recovered, Todd said, wasn't unusual for'a young bald eagle. The birds
spend the first few vears of their lives wandering wideli. I it hadn't
been injured, the eagle might have found Its way back to Maine to rear

young.

The bald eagle was injured by arifle shot, Todd said, causing the loss
of the guter portion of one wing. It is being altended to by the Hawk
Mountain Sanctuary staff and local veterinarians,

Another member of the bald eagle research staff at UMO, Mark
MeCullough, plans to bring the injured bird back to Maine later this
month,

The Incident {s under investigation by wardens of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. Under the 1940 federal Bald Eagle Protection Act it is
illegal to *“take; possess, sell, purchase, barter, transport, export, im-
port orshoot'' a bald eagle, or to possess bald eagle parts.

The law provides a maximum $§5,000 fine or one year's Imprisonment
:o;' violaters who are convicted of shooting a bald eagle, which i5-a

elony,

Ha?! of any fine imposed may be given as a reward Lo any person
providing informiation leading to an arrest and conviction

In addition, the National Wildlife Federation also offers a roward.

The injured eagle was one of 48 banded by UMO sclentists this year
Actually, 56 birds survived to banding age, but eight were in inaccessa-
bie nests and couldn’t be handed.

On December 7, 1982, a
hunter shot a juvenile eagle near
Rehrersburg , Pennsylvania. The
bird was not killed, but the shot
went through the left wing,
eventually necessitating removal
of the wing tip. The youngster
was cared for by a local
veterinarian, assisted by staff
at Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.
Eventually, the hunter was
identified, arrested and fined.

The birdds band
traced and reported to Charlie.
It was the Bartlett Island bird.



The bird would never fly again, but Prof. Owen and his
two graduate students discussed the benefits of having a
juvenile eagle trained to seryv
educate young people about the harm done by eagle
shootings. They arranged through the U. S. Fish &
Wildlife Service and the PA Game Commission to retrieve
the bird from PA and return him to his home state.

Mark McCollough drove to PA, and returned with the
eagleinaspecially-bui It cr at e. The Dbir
after his birthplace on Bartlett Island. A home was made
for him at the University, and the first order of business
was the continuing treatment of his wing injury. A clipping
from January of 1983 shows Charlie Todd with Bart; the
bird had to be given an oral antibiotic and have a topical
antibiotic applied to the amputation site.



. BART, AN INJURED BALD EAGLE shows that it still sylvania. Charles Todd of the University of Maine is

- has plenty of power in its wings. The young eagle, helping nurse the bird back to health. The bird lost

~ hotched ond banded last spring in Maine, was part of its left wing. (NEWS Photo by Carroll Hall)
wounded last month by o rifle shot in eastern Penn- sl




Giving an eagle his medicine
calls for a fence and blankets

By David Platt
vironment Writer

ORONO — Twice a day, Joanne Knight and Charles Todd
have to get an antibiotic pill down the throat of a nine-
month-old bald eagle. They also must apply ointment to the
bird's wing, which was wounded last month by a rifie shot in
eastern Pennsylvania.

Bart, the eagle, doesn't like the process a bit. He (or
maybe she) jumps off a perch when anyone approaches,
n:?plng off into a corner of the 10-foot-square cage at the
University of Maine, where Bart has lived since New Year's

Day.

'lyodd and other researchers with the UMO Bald Eagle
Project banded Bart on an island in Blue Hill Bay last June
15. At that time the bird was about six weeks old,

By the time he was shot near Rehrsburg, Pa., on Dec. 7,
Bart had grown to full size. Still dark and mottled, he won't
have the distinctive white ‘*bald’* head for several years,

The bird was the first of Maine's 1982 crop of eaglets
known to have been injured. He's one of four birds shot in
Pennsylvania this year, a fact which has outraged environ-
mental groups and state officials there, National Audubon
Society chapters have offered a reward for information
lci?dlng to a conviction for the shooting, which is a federal
offense.

The best way to subdue an eagle is to restrict its space,
says Todd. He and Knight (a work-study student) start by
fencing off parts of the cage with blankets or sheets, shut-
ting the eagle into a corner. Then they give Bart the twice-
daily pill, hiding it in a plece of raw meat. Knight applies the
ointment while Todd holds the bird.

Bart found himself in even more confining quarters last
week, when he was packed into a crate for the long car trip
from Pennsvivania back to Maine. The speciallv-built crate

was just big enough for him, with as little room as possible
for him to move around. Mark McCullough, a graduate
student working with the Eagle Project, drove the crated
bird to Maine without further damage.

The rifle shot went through Bart's left wing, necessitating
the removal of the tip, including the four outermost primary
feathers. The bird may fly again, Todd says, but without the
primaries he may never have enough control to live in the
wild. The feathers won't grow back.

A Pennsylvania veterinarian cared for the eagle immedi-
ately after it was found Dec. 7. Since coming to Orono, Bart
has under the care of Dr. Ron Lott, a veterinarian who
has helped the Eagle Project with other injured birds.

Even If Bart never returns to the wild, Todd says, “‘he's
obviously a very valuable bird"' because he may breed in
captivity. Like another eagle cared for at Orono two years
ago, Bart could be sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice's Captive Breeding Center in Maryland. He won't even
be fertile for four more years, and after that he presumably
has many years left to produce young for eagle restocking
programs.

Flgures released this week by the National Wildlife Fe-
deration indicate that nearly 14,000 bald eagles were spotted
in the lower 48 states during the federation's winter eagle
survey last January. The number — an increase over the
previous year's figure — probably means more people took

art in the survey, Todd suggests. Of 13,804 birds spotted

t January, 107 were in Maine. 2

The federation, with the UMO eagle project's cooperation,
is repe’atlug the winter count this month, SlghtIngz‘g — the
number of birds, whether they're adult or xoung. e time,
location and any behavior noted — should be reported to
Todd at the College of Forest Resources, University of
Maine. Orono 04469, or by calling (207) 581-2907.



Bartos tr ai ndampgiodioonmaky weeksrmower
which he progressed from getting used to captivity, to
eating from the hand, to perching on a fist, wearing jesses,
being handled comfortably, and finally to riding in a vehicle.
Falconer Scott Keniston helped with training as well as
advice on husbandry. At that time, only one or two other
eagles in the country were being used in school programs.
When Bart was ready for public appearances, Charlie and
Mar k were his primary ohandl er

One of Bartos early
Bahrt , at that time President of the
Schoodic Chapter of the Maine Audubon 5
Society. Sid was well -known for N
conservation work in Washington County; A
he was to arrange for
appearances, and frequently accompanied .
him on programs. SID BAHRT poses with some of s con-

servation awards back in 1986.

---------




‘Bart’ The Bald Eagle In 1985 86 Bart was very
popular d he is described as an

To Visit At Schools || 5 undi sputed star

In Houlton, Hodgdon || by Sid Bahrt and other

members of the Schoodic
The .Aru;an E. H&:‘]ﬂ] h:svndufe &emb_ugsoltbe Esage od';.ml)’:c:h ﬂag. ) h
s B SERSESS S | Chapter of Maine Audubon, his
o Mt a1 Demmd nit o Sqeshy . Adults wishing o se Bart may ded b
Howell will be visiting the Houlton meeting on May 15. Lodging for Mr. programs had been attende )4
Elementary Schools with Bart, the McCollough and Bart will be ded
T My 15 e (o Hiouton wil (maton n e w2 | | more than 6,600 students from
at the Elem School ng Houlton Regional Hospital,

Lambers School from 1045 10 1145 e Howen s mat st | I 50 different schools in

He will return to the Elementary ams and presentations of this .
School from 1 to 2 p.m. will be available for more
Banwﬂlbedxgwnats:mp.m.on students in the future by the Howell WaShIngton County
May 15 to the Houlton Fish and Game Wildlife Educational Foundation.
40-

Club. While Bart is a guest, a
sy Sowing day, May. 16, Mr Bart The Eagle Will Visit Some of
odgdon High School and the The second annual 4-H animal |all types of animals, including horses,

tary School at Hodgdon from | o jence fair is planned for June 14 from |ferret, livestock, and reptiles. Pony

8:30 am. t0 2:30 p.m., with several 10 am. until 3 p.m. at the Aroostook |rides will be offered to the children. S were
presentations. : Veterinary Services of Houlton, with | There will be an animal nursery, prog ram
Parents are urged to have their the 4-H, Dr. Patrick Coville and the | Gifts will be given each hour and d b th e
: these . Cooperative Extension Office of |events will be announced with the wis- arrange y
Bart has been trained for mare than HWﬁ:ﬂ coordinating the event ners’ names on WHOU throughout the
lr‘brzursandiswwan ‘undisputed A special guest will be Bart, the Bald |day ““Hawkins" from Hodgdon is ex- Arthur Howe"
star” of all the slide presentations Eagle from the Department of Inland | pected to be present. There will be
and engagements. He has Fisheries and Wildife, with handler Dr. | prizes for the largest frog, fattest cat

accompanied members of the Maine  yiark MeCollough of Bangor. Bart has | oo cach sl dog. : ildli
oo fociety and during the oured many schools and has won the | There s no eharge for admission, al Wildlife
programs has attended 50 different heart of many youngsters as well s |are welcome to visit the displays or : |
schools in Washington County,  aduits. enter the animals in the Fair, Educationa
estimated to have been seen by 6,600 Other interesting attractions will be < .

Bart has reached audiences FO u n d atl 0 n .

elsewhere in the State with other

10



Students appreciated Barto
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 22, 1985

R —

BART VISITS — Bart, an injured American bald
eagle now living at the University of Maine at Orono,
visited last week with his friend Mark McCollough,
also from UMO, at various schools in the area. Bart
was shot in the wing which rendered him unable to fly.
This injury would not allow Bart to survive in the
wilderness, so he is taken care of at UMO and is used
for breeding purposes. Slides were shown to the

HOULTON, MAINE, PIONEER TIME
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students on the eagles and their natural habits.
Lambert School students observing Bart are, left to
right: Peter Lenentine, Terry Beaton and Tina
Prosser. Bart also visited with the Fish and Game Club
meeting in the evening. The uplifted wing is the injured
one and his keeper says he still tries to fly.

(Pioneer Times Photo)
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Mark and Bart, 1985
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