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Case #8/75 -876
2 Eastern Bluebirds

Admitted 7/28



Species Profile

Eastern Bluebirds are small thrushes found in North
America from Ontario west to Arizona. On the east
coast, they winter at least as far north as Cape Cod.

Feathers of males are brilliant blues contrasting
with orange on the fl anks,
colors are not as bright; their blues are blue -gray, and

their oranges more pale. Juveniles have spotted
breasts.

Bluebirds nest in cavities, for which other species
may successfully compete. Conservation efforts
beginning in the 1930s popularized bluebird nest boxes
and bluebird otrailso (a s
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Case History and Notes

Both parents had disappeared from a nest box
containing four eggs, two of which hatched on 7/27.
The woman monitoring the box, Esther, collected the
new hatchlings and kept them warm overnight. The
next day, the hatchlings and the eggs were brought
here.

The eggs were cold on arrival, but were placed in an
Incubator, and one of them hatched the next day.
Sadly, the third chick was very weak and lived only a
few days. The fourth egg did not hatch.

However, the first two youngsters survived . . . and
thrived!



7/29: The new hatchling
IS at the upper right.

8/4. The little hatchling has not
survived, and the remaining egg Is
not viable. But the two older birds
are growing fast!




8/ 4, contod. They
nestling formula and insects.
The birds are weighed dalily.




8/4, contd. Feather tracts are appearing on the body,
and the eyes are starting to open.




8/8. Their eyes are fully open, and their feathers
continue to emerge.




8/13 (left): their spotted breast
feathers are well -developed.

8/18 (below): Their blue wing
feathers are in! They still have
the bright mouth colors of
youngsters.
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8/25 and 8/27: More blue is showing, as is the orange
on the breast and back.
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8/30: They are active and
restless in a flight cage.




Qutcome

We had stayed in contact with Esther, who continued
to see bluebirds on her property. On 8/28 and 29, she
saw at least three juveniles plus an adult male at her
birdbath. We decided to release our birds sooner
rather than later, to maximize chances of a reunion.

The birds were released on
property. They flew off toward the apple trees that
had been a favorite bluebird hang -out. Esther heard
calls, and thought she saw them later that day.

On 9/8, she e -mailed to say there had been a small
flock at the bath and at the mealworm feeder.
Although impossible to be sure, we all believed that the
two youngsters had joined their relatives.
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Admitted 7/26



Species Profile

Chimney Swifts breed throughout eastern North
America; they winter in the Amazon basin area of
South America. Their common name refers to their use
of chimneys for roosting and nesting.

Among the most aerial of birds, swifts are typically
seen only at dawn or dusk, as they leave or enter their
roosting chimney. From a distance, their profile
resembles a oflying cigar. o
flying insects.

Nests are made of small twigs held together with a
seasonally-enhanced sticky saliva
nest to an inside chimney wall. Heavy rains may
dislodge the nest, which, along with its contents, may
land in a fireplace or clean -out.



Case History and Notes

Swifts # 856, 857 and 858 were found in a
fireplace, along with their nest and one dead sibling.

The feet of swifts are adapted for clinging to
vertical surfaces; they do not walk or even perch.

Older youngsters from a fallen
nest (such as this one) may often be
placed on a lower part of the inside
chimney wall. From there, they can
climb to a higher location where
they will be tended by their parents.

However, these birds still had closed eyes, and were
too young to climb up to safety.
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Wlth no down at all;
feather tracts appear
within a few days

§ (archive photos).

Pin feathers developing all over the body give young
nestlings a oporcupineo appe:
on 7/26 were 8 -10 days old. \
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8/4

Only one week
later, their body
feathers have
matured, and the
birds are able to
cling to vertical
surfaces.




