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But first an update! 

The Ruby-throated 
Hummingbird featured in 
our First Quarter Slide 
Show finished his molt and 
was released on May 24. 
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Case # 82 -83

American Woodcocks

Admitted April 22, 2010

Photos by 
Glori Berry
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Species Profile

Woodcocks are forest -dwelling shorebirds; their  
long bills allow them to find and eat their favorite 
food ðearthworms.

Set far back on the sides of the head, their eyes 
allow them a nearly 360 ° field of view.

Males are known for their spring courtship displays: 
a series of nasal òpeentó calls followed by upward 
flight in which wing beats create a melodious twitter 
accompanied by a vocal chirping during the descent.

Nests are on the ground.  Females incubate eggs 
and brood young, which are precocial (hatch with ample 
down, open eyes, capable of standing and walking soon 
after hatching).  Young stay with mother 4 -6 weeks.
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Case History and Notes
These young woodcocks were found in a road 

near their dead mother, who had apparently been 
killed by a car.  Judging from their weight, they 
were 3 -4 days old. 

On admission, they were cold and weak but 
uninjured.

For about the first week, woodcocks are fed by 
their mother, so these birds had to be hand -fed 
for their first few days with us. 

Woodcocks eat heavily; estimates of their daily 
worm consumption are as high as twice their body 
weights.  
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Admission Day
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Standing in 
for Mom: 
Assisted 
Feeding on 
4/23
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First Half of May

The smaller one is 
occasionally tube 
fed.
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