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Case # 2009 -994

Ruby-throated Hummingbird
(Juvenile Male)

Admitted September 15, 2009

Photos by
Glori Berry



Species Profile

The otbbwato I1's the onl
that breeds In eastern North America.

These birds winter in Mexico and Central America,
most of them flying across the Gulf of Mexico nonstop.

Their main foods are flower nectars (and sugar
water provided in feeders); but small insects such as
mosquitoes, gnats, and fruit flies are also an important
part of their diet.

The species gets its common name from the
prilliant, iridescent red throat patch of adult males
(females have white chins).

Juvenile males typically have heavily spotted or
streaked throats. Most acquire their ruby throats
during their first -winter molt.
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Case History and Notes

This bird was found on the ground in Camden, ME,
during his first fall migration.

His wings had no broken bones, but he could not fly
upward, and when attempting to fly from an elevated
perch, would spiral down to the ground, breaking tail
feathers when he landed.

Over the first few months, he stayed in smaller,
then larger cages as his flight became stronger.

In mid -January, he graduated to our largest indoor
habitat, about 80 x 100.
iImproved rapidly.

The photos that follow were all taken in that habitat.
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Broken Tall
Feathers




Preening




Enjoying a
shower . . .

... and a nap.




Molting In

First ruby throat
feathers, March 13

Missing (molted) flight
feathers, March 20

New wing feathers, more ruby
throat feathers, April 3



Qutcome

Ruby-throated hummingbirds typically return to
Maine in mid-May.

His molt is in progress as this quarter closes and
should be complete by May.

We expect to release him then!




Case # 2009 -1133

Lesser Scaup
(Juvenile Male)

Admitted December 21, 2009

Photos by

Glori Berry
unless otherwise noted
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Species Profile

The Lesser Scaup( pr ono wskawpd g © S
medium size diving duck.

Its slaty -blue bill gives the species its nickname
of Blue-bi | | . 0

Foods are aguatic invertebrates, including
crustaceans, mollusks and insects.

Appearance is similar to slightly larger Greater
Scaup.

Breeding ground: Alaska and interior Canada,
south as far as northern U.S. states;  birds leave
breeding ground when waters freeze.

Wintering ground: common along Louisiana and
Florida Gulf coasts; can be as far north as MA.
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Case History and Notes

This bird was found on the ground in  Millinocket, ME.

Apparently , he sustained an injury during fall
migration from breeding ground to wintering ground
and was not able to resume migration.

One wing could not elevate at shoulder sufficiently
for normal flight. X -ray looked normal (bones of
shoulder girdle intact), so a soft tissue injury was
assumed.

The cause of the injury was unknown .
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Intake Photo
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