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Most Photos by Glori Berry    1 



August 5 ð September 11  

Common Nighthawks 
Case #s 1579 and 1636  
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Common Nighthawk 1579 was a nestling found 
on August 5 in a load of wood delivered to the 
paper mill in Rumford, ME.  A security guard 
made aware of the discovery called us, and we 
arranged for volunteer transporter Kate 
Weatherby  to pick up the bird and bring him 
here on August 5.  
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The nestling was uninjured, but there was no way of determining 
the location of the birdõs nest or parents.    



He had to be hand -fed.  Meals 
comprised both easy -to -digest 
liquid foods and insects similar to 
those in the natural diet.  
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Another  young nighthawk, 1636, joined us just a few days later.  
This one was found in a road on the Eastern Promenade of Portland; 
volunteers Diane Davison, Kathy Stager and Don Fournier got the 
bird here quickly on August 10.  This bird, shown on the right below, 
was more mature than the first one, with flight feathers already 
most of the way grown. By contrast, in the wings of 1579 (below left), 
the flight feathers were still partly in their sheaths.  
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Nighthawks 
sometimes 
nest on roof -
tops , so 1636 
may have 
fallen from 
well above 
street level.  

Unfortunately, however, there was no way to determine whether 
there was a nest on a nearby rooftop, much less return the bird 
there.  



The second bird was still not old enough to eat on his own. . .  

. . . but was old enough to be interested 
in mealworms! 
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The two became inseparable.  They stayed close together in a 
cozy small habitat at one corner of the larger space . . .  

. . . and were 
never far apart 
when out and 
about.  
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While 1636 loafs in the 
background, the younger 
bird, 1579, preens in the 
foreground.  
 
A long stretch of the left 
wing finishes the process.  



August 13:  The older 
bird is already capable 
of flight.  
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The birds still do some 
loafing, but they seem 
more alert than previously 
during these episodes.  
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August 17  is 
their last day in 
the Penthouse.  
Despite their 
flight capability, 
they still solicit 
hand-feeding.  
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That afternoon, they 
were moved to an 
outdoor habitat.  They 
did a little individual 
exploration of their 
surroundings, but they 
quickly re -established 
close contact.  
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A week later, they were moved to a larger habitat that had not only 
more flying room but also more direct sunlight.  Glori  caught one of 
them sunbathing on a white                                                         
sheet that covered part of                                                            
the floor.  

The bird was in such a sun -drenched stupor that he barely stirred 
when Glori  knelt down to photograph him head -on. 



August 27 in Stehle  Cage 

14 

By the end of August, the birds were no longer hanging out together.  
The younger bird accepted hand feeding, but the older one no longer 
did, nor would he take mealworms on his own.  Nighthawks are òaerial 
insectivoresó ð once mature, their instinctive feeding strategy is 
catching insects while flying.  Larval insects in a dish may not be 
appealing. The older bird was restless and had broken a feather.  He 
needed to go.  
 
  


