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Great Egret  
September 7 ð 
September 19  
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We were contacted on September 7 about a large white heron 
that was said to have been òdownó in a field for at least a few 
days, possibly for as long as several weeks, most recently being 
harassed by Great Blue Herons.  The caller told us that the bird 
seemed weak, could be approached closely, and would readily feed 
on canned fish tossed in its direction.  We contacted Kate 
Weatherby , a volunteer transporter not far from the callerõs 
location; we asked her to assess the situation, determine whether 
the bird needed rescue, and if so, attempt to catch him.      

Kateõs mission  was an adventure!  When approached, the bird 
would fly distances of perhaps 10 feet --  never too far for Kate to 
easily catch up.  She even followed the bird into a pond, wading 
into water up to her knees; when the bird got into some reeds, 
Kate was able to safely capture him by throwing a sheet over him.  
Walking in water -filled boots, she carried the bird about ¼ mile 
back to her vehicle.  Once he was secure in her transport box, she 
called to report that the rescue had been successful, and that the 
bird was indeed a Great Egret.  She arrived about an hour later.  
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An examination revealed no wounds or 
fractures ð only some minor scrapes on 
the back of the ankle joints, probably 
from spending time lying down on rough 
terrain.  We also found the bird to be in 
remarkably good weight.  We wondered if 
this was entirely due to the food supplied 
by the property owner.  But a short time 
later, the bird cast a pellet containing the 
remains of grasshoppers and beetles ð 
ample evidence that he had been doing 
some foraging on his own.  
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The Egret stayed inside for only a 
couple of days; on Sept. 9, we moved 
him to an outdoor                          
flight cage, where                             
he soon seemed                              
very comfortable.  
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The birdõs stay with us 
was uneventful; he quickly 
demonstrated that he 
was indeed capable of 
flying quite a distance 
farther than a few feet.  
What was remarkable, 
however, was the grace 
of movement shown by 
such a seemingly ungainly 
creature.  During an 
extended episode of 
grooming and preening, 
Gloriõs camera captured 
what later seemed to be 
our own private òswan 
lake ballet.ó  The photos 
on the next few slides 
were taken on Sept. 16.   
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The Egret was released a 
few days after these 
photos were taken.  
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Photos by Selkie OõMira Weskeag Marsh, September 19  
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After Selkie released the bird, she 
wrote us:  òI thought he looked like an 
angel flying; I donõt know how else to 
describe those huge, white, powerful 
wings effortlessly carrying him across 
the marsh. H e landed in a quiet pool a 
short distance from another pool 
where there were many birds, including 
at least one other egret. We watched 
him for some time as he stood in the 
water, poked around, preened and 
flapped his wings a few times.  He 
seemed quite at home .ó  



Juvenile Common Loon 
August 19 ð October 21  
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A Common Loon chick was transferred here on August 19 by Kappy 
Sprenger , a good friend and colleague in Bridgton who specializes 
in loons and other aquatic birds.  The bird had been brought to 
her several days earlier by volunteers from New Hampshireõs Loon 
Preservation Committee .  A rescue had been prompted by reports 
of intermittent beaching, plus observations that, when swimming 
in the shallows, the bird had a tendency to list to its left, with its 
right side higher.  

The hope had been for a 
quick turn -around and 
reunion with the parents, 
but something was wrong: 
Kappy noticed in her pool ,   
as had the property owners, the list to one side as well as a tendency 
to swim in circles.  In recovery from back surgery, Kappy felt that it 
would be a longer  term project than she could manage just then.  An 
additional issue was that the bird would not accept fish, and had to 
be force fed. Kappy asked us to take the bird, and we were glad to 
agree. 
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http://www.loon.org/
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Our x -ray the next day revealed a possible explanation for the birdõs 
unusual behavior in the water: either a subtle fracture or a slight 
displacement of a vertebra in the lumbar spine.  We also noticed that 
the bird sometimes had trouble diving, as if too buoyant to stay 
underwater. The youngster remained stubborn about accepting food 
for only another day or two; by the 21 st , she was grasping lake smelt 
and capelin from forceps, often taking them                                          
to the middle of the pool to eat them.   

The LPC team had judged the bird 35 -36 
days old by weight on the day of rescue.   
She still had some of her òbaby downó ð 
the brownish tufts that can be seen in 
these photos.  17 



For the first week or so, we concentrated on supportive care within a 
comfortable routine.  She seemed oblivious to a nearby camera . . .   

. . . and Glori was able to 
capture some wonderful 
images of a young loon 
preening. 
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http://www.barbarajanelle.com/
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http://www.avianhaven.org/aquatic.html








http://vet.tufts.edu/wildlife/service.html






























































http://www.avianhaven.org/wish_list.pdf

