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Late on the morning of May 11, we received a call from Game Warden
Jim Fahey. He had just retrieved an adult Bald Eagle from a sidewalk at
the intersection of Kenduskeag Avenue and Division Street in Bangor.
The bird had no obvious injuries, but seemed clumsy and disoriented,
toppling over when trying to stand. She did not resist capture.

These photos by Judy Harrison illustrated a
Bangor Daily Newsreport of t he birdo
and rescue by Warden Fahey.



http://bangordailynews.com/2014/05/11/outdoors/bald-eagle-rescued-after-found-sitting-on-sidewalk-in-bangor-neighborhood/

Marc met Jim in Dixmont , and the bird arrived here within an hour
of her capture. We found no wounds or fractures. A quick x  -ray
looked normal, and basic bloodwork looked good except for an
elevated blood lead level. She was not acting like a lead -poisoned
bird, though. As soon as we finished our intake work, we put her on
a cushioned bed, where she soon appeared to be unconscious.

On the assumption that she had
Ingested some unknown toxin, we
administered a charcoal slurry to
absorb it. We repeated the
charcoal that evening. When we
went to bed, she was still lying
down, unmoving, with closed eyes.

From her bands, this lady was identified as a bird banded as a nestling
In Winslow in June of 2008. She had been the resident female at a
nest near the KenduskeagAvenue area where shebo

What 6s that you say? An eagl e



Sidebar: The KenduskeagAvenue Eagle Nest
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In the summer of 2011, Sharon

Fiedler began photographing a pair of

eagles in her Kenduskeag Avenue
neighborhood . Sharon saw them
often, and took hundreds of photos
of them over the next several years.
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February 2012
Downtown Bangor

The eagles became part of the community. Area residents kept an
eye on them, swapping daily accounts of their activities with one
another. In 2012, the eagle pair built a nest in that neighborhood,

but it was not successful .

Photos by Sharon Fiedler


http://bangordailynews.com/2014/03/28/outdoors/queen-city-wildlife-bangor-photographer-brings-light-to-local-critters/
http://bangordailynews.com/2014/03/28/outdoors/queen-city-wildlife-bangor-photographer-brings-light-to-local-critters/

In February and March of 2013, :
Sharonds camera ¢c

mating, building a nest, and
Incubating eggs in that nest!
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Photos by Sharon Fiedler
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The 2013 nest produced two eaglets. One fledged
prematurely; after spending several July days on

t he ground in Bangor ds bu
youngster was brought to Avian Haven to finish
growing up in a

safer setting.

We released
the bird in
September

of that year.
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The second youngster fledged
without becoming a downtown public
presence; Sharon photographed her

in August 2013 9o well above the city
streets!

We felt that we already knew the

family when o0Bangor

Photos by Sharon Fiedler here on May 11 of 2014. ,




But right before we closed up shop
for the day on May 11, Warden
Fahey called with some terrible
news. Horrified Kenduskeag
Avenue neighborhood residents
had just seen a second eagle flying
erratically and unable to maintain a
perch on a tree branch. The bird
fell onto power lines and was
electrocuted. Jim recovered the
body and took it to a storage
facility at Mai neds™™
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife :
(MDIFW). The dead male was the
mate of the Dbird we
earlier that day, and the father of

the youngster weoOd
summer of 2013.

Photo by Sharon Fiedler
(June 2013)



Diane called Charlie Todd at home as soon as she
got off the phone with Jim. Though Charlie had
recently stepped I nto a
Endangered Species Biologist, his career -long
work to restore Mai neos
him a national Recovery Championaward in 2009.
No one knew more about
nests than Charlie!

The Kenduskeag Avenue nest was about 90 feet up in a huge white
pine tree. No aerial surveys of eagle nests had been done that
spring, so not even Charlie could say whether there were currently
eaglets in the nest -- butif so, without either parent, they would not
survive. For starters, Charlie decided to visit the neighborhood

early the next morning and listen for the begging calls of eaglets. If

a rescue attempt was in order, it would would require someone with
tree -climbing equipment and skills, and ideally with raptor handling
experience. We knew of very few people who were suited for the
job, but were hopeful that one in particular might be available.


http://www.mainehuntingtoday.com/insiderapr09.pdf

Around 6 a.m. on the morning of

_ By noon, she was standing.
the 12, when Diane checked on

Bangor Mom, the bird was awake g s
and holding her head up. 4 IR
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Meanwhile back on Kenduskeag Avenue, Charlie had heard the calls of
an eaglet, and had given the go -ahead to implement the rescue plan.



The key individual in that plan would be Brent Bibles , currently a Unity
College Biology Professor, and formerly a raptor biologist with the

Col orado Dept. of Wildlife. |l n t h.
climbs to band raptors in their nests. When Marc called him that
mornlng he had no class obligations and was able to excuse himself
o e AR from a meeting. Brent gathered his gear;

Marc picked him up at the college, and they
! headed for Bangor. They were met at the

. scene by MDIFW biologists Brad Allen and
Erynn Call, who would assist with the ropes
dur i ng Brent 0s cl I mb.

Photos by Sharon Fiedler 11


https://sites.google.com/a/unity.edu/bbibles/home

It was a long, slow, careful climb to the
high nest. Brent 0s e
were evident to the onlookers.

Left and Middle Photos by Sharon Fiedler Photo by Aislinn Sarnacki



Finally Brent called down the news everyone had waited for:
There were two chicks, and they were both alive!

Biologist Brad Allen and Warden

Jim Fahey tend Bre
Photos by Sharon Fiedler 13




Brent gathered the chicks into a canvas bag, and lowered precious
cargo to Marcodos waiting hands. Ma |

Photos by Aislinn Sarnacki
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